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SUMMARY 

Plenty of media is used such as newspapers, magazines, novels and movies to share 

information and to incorporate some values of life including gender equality values. The 

collection of short stories entitled NING was written by Irma Argiyanti. She is an active 

Lombok writer. This research aims to identify the ideology of the writer through the art work 

(the short story collection). This methodological framework was adopted from Fairclough’s 

concept of the three-dimensional model and explored gender representation in the short 

stories and tried to and tried to identify the truth of the ideology behind the texts. The results 

show that the stories represent implicitly and explicitly of gender equality values. Therefore, 

the topics and the flow of the stories provide of patriarchy, women empowerment, and 

equality values in the family. Based on the data, there are about 33 words that represent 

women’s names and 19 words of men. Consequently, the short stories pursue the readers to 

think, elaborate, and accept of the gender equality values and it is expected to implement in 

daily life and change to be a better society. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1. The Background of Study 

 Various values can be imbedded and incorporated through media such as 

newspapers, magazines, novels, short stories, and other media because media is one of the 

ways to influence and change people perspectives and behaviors (Dewi and Magfirah, 2018). 

Media is one of the tools used for communication, for example to persuade people in order to 

buy some products, to influence people in order to agree with people opinions and many other 

purposes. Magazines, newspaper, poems, novels, and short stories are a tool to share 

information to the readers. Therefore, writers frequently incorporate ideology or values in the 

writing.      

 Irma is a woman who active in writing poems, short stories and novels in which her 

writing published in many newspaper and media such as Kompas, Horison, Media Indonesia, 

Tempo, Sinar Harapan, Bali Post, Lombok Post, and other media. She also joined many 

literature symposiums; one of those is Makassar International Writers Festival. Through arts, 

poems, and short stories, Irma share and communicate with readers.   

 Communication is not only established from face to face but also through written 

texts including novel, newspapers, short stories and many other text sources. Written texts are 

different from spoken condition because in spoken between speakers and listeners directly can 

see expression and tune of the speakers when delivering their thoughts and ideas. However, in 

written texts both speakers and readers are not able to identify the expression so that 

sometimes texts can create misunderstanding. It is because texts have various meanings.  

 Texts are interpreted by the readers based on the knowledge and experiences gained. 

The collective stock of knowledge such as institution, organization, archives, socio-cognitive 

devices, texts, and all kinds of immaterialities become one unity (Wetzstein & Huber, 2016). 

Experiences from different people (readers) have a pivotal role in constructing meanings of 

the texts and different occupations influences the way readers interpret the texts. For example, 

in this pandemic, texts of one issue (Covid-19) could be interpreted by various interpretations. 

For illustration, doctors and entrepreneurs have different perspectives of Covid-19. Mbembe 

(2017) stated that  “social world of culture, history, language and economic – a world 

symbolically and semiotically constituted by humans” (Shaikjee & Stroud, 2017, p.375).  
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 Language used in the media creates perception and even shape society behaviors 

and attitudes. Language plays pivotal role and it is as a symbolic in establishing 

communication, culture, and sense of community (Stein-smith, 2019). Language consists of 

various words and becomes sentences. Through words and sentences are as a tool to express 

ideas and feeling to communicate each other.  

 Texts establish communication with the readers. Texts can be interpreted with 

various meaning and via texts people do interaction. All interaction including reading has 

various purposes such as for business, relaxation, information, and science or knowledge 

(Suraprajit, 2019). Texts also have expressions such as anger, happiness, sadness, humor, and 

other expression based on the tone of the texts or also called “productive mastery” that it is 

the process of communicating ideas, thoughts and feelings through forms of vocabulary (Asia 

et al., 2019, p.537). Texts establish meaning from texts, co-texts, and contexts. 

 Word selected or dictions used by the authors in communication represent various 

meanings, for example when using code switching or code mixing in written or oral contexts 

has implicit meaning. Narayan (2019) mentions that code switching used to express some 

expression such as anger, frustration, happiness, sadness, excitement and many other feelings. 

The way people talk and their expression also show different meaning that it depends on the 

situation, the topic and the people who speak; it depends on the discourse created between the 

speakers and listeners.  

 Discourse appeared in the texts and “pragmatic texts” (Song & Xu, 2019, p.511) 

used for searching the specific context based on the vocabulary used and create meaning of 

the texts from the relationship among the sentences. In written texts, all components such as 

the vocabulary, grammar, syntax, and other linguistics components relate one and another. 

Texts are a sign and the sign has various meaning depended on the previous and the after of 

the text, or even beyond the text. Schmittau (2005) and Wells (2007) noted about semiotic 

meditation that concepts of Vygotskian theory in which the tool used as a sign for something 

beyond itself  (Chang et al., 2020). For instance, in some textbooks for students provide 

gender inequality concepts in the text by showing men who always as a leader and women as 

a follower. Implicitly, it creates gender bias in the texts. 

 Traditionally women was constructed to obey to men and women as subservient 

(Namatende-Sakwa, 2019). This situation and construction create patriarchy so that many 

human right activists and writers through arts performance and written (novel and short 
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stories) fight for gender equality and equity. There are many novels or short stories tell about 

gender equality. Thereby, this article discusses short stories from Irma entitled “Ning” that 

consisted of 10 short stories written by Irma who is one of the women writers from West 

Nusa Tenggara. Irma was a selected writer of Makassar International Writer Festival and has 

plenty of achievements. 

 Gender inequality is created from oral and written such as in textbooks, short stories, 

and other written sources. Gender stereotypes are established because the rule that created by 

some people so that the rules become the habit. Callahan and Nicholas (2018, p.8) mention 

that the social power of gender labeling can be shown of the conversation between two 

children, Harry and Simon. 

Harry : Can I play? 

Simon : Yeah, we can play with this (big yellow digger) 

                          This truck’s for boys. Not for girls. Girls can’t play  with 

this but we can. 

Gender bias or stereotype is created by society and environment either through verbal or non-

verbal communication including texts.  
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CHAPTER II 

RESEARCH RESULTS 

2.1. Findings 

 NING represents a strong woman and a symbol of strength. Women who are usually 

in a patriarchal society are regarded as beings without power, weak, under, inferior, serving, 

obedient and other characteristics. However, in the short story collection, Irma Argiyanti tries 

to discuss gender equality and promote the issue of gender justice. Irma deconstructs the 

existing order, that is, helpless women become strong women and women have principles. 

Based on the short stories, Irma has an effort to shape women from the other side. Almost all 

of the short stories explain of women issues. Quantitatively, the number of women’s names 

appears more than men. Based on the data, there are about 33 words that represent women in 

these short stories and about 19 words of men. 

 Ning represents the issue of gender justice in which both men and women have the 

same rights in access to education, employment, and other sectors. Gender justice does not 

mean that women and men are the same biologically but gender equality speaks that women 

have the same opportunities as men in developing, innovating, leading, and others. Lyttleton-

Smith mentions that “gender is characterized by doing, not being” (Lyttleton-Smith, 2019) 

and “functioning which are the beings and doings” (Shah & Khurshid, 2019). Gender also is 

defined as “the differential experiences of men and women” (Yang et al., 2018). Gender is not 

pointed out of a biological aspect but social roles. Sharing roles in the family is crucial; 

women are not only represented by the words kitchen, wells, and mattresses and then men are 

identified with people who always go to work. In the short story entitled “Lebah Lebah Lind 

(Lind Bees)” in chapter eight opens the concept of the role of men and women in which men 

are not merely those who have to go to work and women who clean a house.  

 

“Lind berangkat kerja, Tom akan mulai menyibukkan diri. Dia mulai 

membersihkan gitarnya, melatih dirinya dengan beberapa petikan, 

mendengarkan satu dua lagu,sesekali juga ia akan merapikan seisi rumah”.  

(Lind goes to work. Tom will begin to get busy. He starts to clean his guitar and 

practice, listen one till two music, sometimes he is also clean the house) 

Irma provides new paradigm in the story of gender in which women and men need to be more 

aware on gender equality. It is expected that the values of gender equality could be applied 
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and implemented in daily life. 

 NING – a name, sometimes become a symbol of sexist that has been formed by 

society. In cultural aspect, either men or women could be identified from their names. For 

examples, the names of Ning, Siti, Ani and Hamidah are part of the names of women and vice 

versa Ahmad, Jaka, Budi, and other names represent of men. In this case, "name" is not the 

core object of this study but it could be a polemic issue when someone is discredited merely 

because of their name and their sexes. No one of babies choose the sexes when born so that 

no one could judge them because of their sexes; “individuals are born ‘sexed’ not ‘gendered’” 

(Lee, 2014). 

2.2. Discussion 

 Related to one of the short stories entitled ‘Laki-Laki Lain (other men)’ in chapter 

five, the character of "I" (a male figure) mentioned "parents like to give their daughter's name 

that is difficult to be pronounced" (p.43). Implicitly, this statement agrees to the most males’ 

perception that a woman is complicated such as the way they make decision and the way they 

think. It is one of the stereotypes in social because people stated of unequal perception about 

women and unequal treatment to women.  

 Sexual violence is also one of the issues raised by Irma. At the end of the short 

story, Irma described a wife who was forced to having sex by her husband. Sexual violence is 

a result of gender injustice. Women are considered as weak persons in a patriarchal culture so 

that it could be a factor on sexual harassment to sexual violence (Dewi, 2019). This sexual 

violence is mentioned by Irma in her short story "The Head Tree" where the husband forces 

his wife to have sex. 

 

“masak mas masih ingin lagi.” (Do you want more) 

“Lho, aku kan bukan hantu?” ( Lho, I am not a gosh) 

“jadi aku dimanfaatkan?” (Are you taking a benefit on me?) 

“kalau begitu buat apa kamu aku kawini.” (So, what for I get married with you) 

 

Many people assume that women have one the obligation that it is serve her husband without 

considering the condition of wives. This misunderstanding is one of the causes of conflict 

(Durrani & Halai, 2018). In addition, Irma also considered one of taboo issues, namely 
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LGBT. In the short story entitled "another man", the writer describes “I (a man)” and “he” 

who have the same sex, love each other and establish a romantic love story relationship. 

Interestingly, in the Irma's story, most of the heterosexual romantic stories end with sadness in 

which their affairs end happily. 

 In the short story of "Voice from the Border", the male leader who is in the army tells 

the woman he likes by saying "... once brought me a hair ribbon”. He said women should 

always look beautiful. A person can shape people into the figure he wants in various ways, 

one of which is negotiation. The male figure in the Voice of the Border negotiates with the 

woman he likes to become the ideal woman according to him by giving goods or advice to the 

woman. Roth & Stuedahl (2019, p.3)  stating people will form themselves or others by 

interaction and negotiation. 

 This is in line with the short story "head tree" in which a father wants to shape his 

child as he wants by replacing his head. A father does not like his daughter who is too smart 

and has principles, but he wants to shape his child into a woman who is not too smart but 

obedient. Although in his other short stories "Perempuan dan Penyair-Penyair (Women and 

Poets)" Irma shows that there are men who also want to intelligent women "But I can be sure 

that men actually need maturity of women with high intellectuals” (p.26).  

 Gender equality can also be defeated by love. Huang notes that the results of an 

analysis of a fairy-tale that women sometimes empower themselves by getting higher 

education but enslaved through love by men (Huang, 2018). It shows that women’s power 

collapse because of love. In Irma story, at the end of the story, a woman who never cried, 

sobbed because her husband did not go back to home. In the short story entitled “Suara dari 

Perbatasan (Voice from the Border)” also mentions a woman cries because she remembered 

a man that she loves that is dead (p.22). However, Irma wants to show that not only women 

are deceived by love but also men. It's not only women who can be enslaved by love as 

written in the article (Huang, 2018). Irma also show that men can also be enslaved because of 

love in the short story of Satu Perihal Kita dalam Sebuah Kamar yang Kutulis pada Sebuah 

Kamar yang Lain (one issue in a room that I wrote in another room) "You who have the 

ability and power are more than enough ... it is now helpless by the love that you, yourself, 

are not understand "(p.59). 

 In the last part of the short story “Pohon Kepala (Head Tree), reveals that the 

struggle ends in the absence of meaning where a woman (a child) who fights desperately 
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upholds idealism and the principle but it ends with beheading and being thrown into a 

coconut’s tree. The symbol of "Head" is intellectual of women in which a child and a wife 

died because of an authoritarian of a husband/father. The father killed his wife and child 

because of disobedience. Patriarchy is formed from oligarchy and authoritarianism where men 

do not want to be confronted and want to be served. Therefore, the father does not want to a 

woman who is too smart because the smarter the women, the harder to be organized. When 

there are women who are too smart, they can be removed from the power such as the 

workplace, family, and society. Arur & DeJaeghere (2019) state that if she had a good and 

smart education, some gender oppressions would change including changes in the structure of 

society and family and also fight for patriarchy.   

 At the end of the short story, Irma wants to emphasize that women have principles 

and full of power. The mother’s and child’s head which ended up being beheaded mean that 

the strength and consistence of women to hold their principles. They would rather die than 

follow the father's desire to replace the head (as a symbol of idealism and principles). It shows 

that power relations and the power relations greatly affect on the existence of patriarchy. 

Power relations between children and parents have a pivotal role on how a child perceives and 

sees the world.  

 It is relevant to the story of Taliban, a woman from Pakistan, where religion, culture, 

family shape what she looks like and what the world looks at (Shah & Khurshid, 2019).  

Adriany (2019) also mentioned that a discourse can strengthen children or even vice versa can 

weaken them. Literary works can bring up discourse that can strengthen children and women 

or even weaken the group. Literary works become an important part in changing the concepts 

of thinking and human consciousness because imagination has a place for human 

consciousness (Huang, 2018). The short stories “Ning” implicitly promote one of the SDGs 

targets that it is Gender Equality. 

The literature analysis results were supported by the interview results from Irma. Even 

though, Irma states that there are any intentions of imbedding gender equality values in her 

writing; however she wrote the short stories based on the social phenomena, for instance 

sexual violence, child abuse, divorce, patriarchy and other phenomena. It means that Irma 

composed the story without realizing that she wrote a phenomenon of gender equality and 

equity in the short stories. The gender equality and equity issues still exist in Lombok in 

which Irma lived. Through stories, Irma tried to play the diction (texts) and create discourse to 

construct, inform, and promote the gender equality values to build society’s awareness. 
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Consequently, the stories interfere the readers’ perception and attitudes. The sign, symbols, 

and dictions used in the short stories have a meaning. Semiotic mediations provide 

meaningful contexts so that it could influence the readers perspectives and behaviors (Chang 

et al., 2020).   



 

9  

CHAPTER III 

OUTPUT 

 

This article has been published in the journal of IJLLT: International Journal of 

Lingusitics, Literature and Translation https://al-

kindipublisher.com/index.php/ijllt/article/view/1391.  
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CHAPTER IV 

OBSTACLES IN CONDUCTING RESEACRH 

The obstacle in conducting this research is timing in taking the data in the field 

because we need to know the perception of the students. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

5.1. Conclusion 

 

Based on the research results show The results show that the stories represent implicitly 

and explicitly of gender equality values. Therefore, the topics and the flow of the stories 

provide of patriarchy, women empowerment, and equality values in the family. Based on 

the data, there are about 33 words that represent women’s names and 19 words of men. 

Consequently, the short stories pursue the readers to think, elaborate, and accept of the 

gender equality values and it is expected to implement in daily life and change to be a 

better society. This research is expected to contribute to the teaching and learning second 

or foreign language. This study contributes to the literature and gender studies. 

 

5.2. Suggestion 

This research is expected can contribute to other researachers and English 

teachers or they can conduct other researachers and elaborate this topic.
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